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20  YEAR ANNIVERSARYTH

Dear Friends, Clients, Partners, and Community,
This year, we celebrate a profound milestone — 20 years of
service, advocacy, and partnership at Barten Law, P.C.
Immigration Lawyers. Since we opened our doors October
2005 in Ames, Iowa, we’ve had the honor of walking
alongside thousands of individuals and families from
around the world on their journey to build lives here in the
United States.
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“When I began practicing immigration law in 1999, I knew the road
ahead would be complex. But what I didn’t fully grasp was how
deeply rewarding it would be to stand with people pursuing
safety, family reunification, or opportunity. Over 20 years later,
what continues to motivate me is not just the successes in court
or through paperwork, but the trust clients place in our team.
That trust grows out of honest communication, respect, and a
belief that everyone deserves a fair chance.”
 – JoAnn L. Barten, J.D. 

FROM THE FOUNDING ATTORNEY,
JOANN L. BARTEN
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OUR LAWYER TEAM: EYES ON EVERY
CASE, SIGNATURE ON EVERY PAGE
At Barten Law, P.C., our attorneys aren’t hired as contractors or remote consultants—they’re full-time, in-house
members of our team, fully invested in our clients, our immigrant community, and our mission.

With law degrees from Drake University, University of Iowa, Loyola, and St. Louis University, our attorneys bring
a depth of experience and a shared commitment to immigration law. We represent clients in nearly every area
of U.S. immigration law—working with individuals, families, and employers across the country and abroad.
You’ll find our attorneys appearing before:

USCIS (Citizenship and Immigration Services)
USDOL (Department of Labor)
USDOS (Department of State)
USDOJ (Department of Justice)
And Immigration Courts nationwide

One thing that sets us apart: we don’t treat the initial consultation like a quick yes-or-no appointment. We use
that meeting to listen carefully, ask the right questions, and help build a smart legal plan from the start. Clients
leave the consultation with clarity—not confusion.

And when it comes to filings, we don’t cut corners. Every form, letter, and document sent to the government is
personally reviewed and signed by an attorney. We never allow case managers to sign on the preparer line or
file government forms without an attorney’s review—because your case deserves more than a rubber stamp.

ADOPT
 ALLIE

At Barten Law, P.C., we believe that our people
are our greatest asset. Every role—from the
front desk to the courtroom—plays a vital part
in delivering outstanding service and results
for our clients. This month, we're proud to
spotlight the incredible team that keep our
firm running strong.

STAFF SPOTLIGHT SERIES

Meet Allie, 
an 8-year-old lab mix with a heart full of love! Rescued from
life as a stray, she’s now thriving in her foster home near
Cedar Rapids, IA. This sweet senior girl gets along
wonderfully with other dogs, cats, and children, making her
a perfect addition to a loving household.
If you’re interested in giving Allie the second chance she
deserves, please complete our adoption application first.
For questions, contact tailsintransit@gmail.com.
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OUR COMMON AREAS IN LAW

NEW $100,000 H-1B FILING FEE

SUPREME COURT ALLOWS
TERMINATION OF VENEZUELAN
TPS TO PROCEED

USCIS has announced that, under the H.R. 1 Reconciliation Bill, a $100,000 filing fee will
be implemented for certain new H-1B visa petitions. According to the American
Immigration Lawyers Association (AILA), this fee applies to new H-1B filings and is not
expected to affect individuals who already hold H-1B status.
USCIS and AILA are continuing to release updates and clarifications regarding how and
when this new fee will take effect. 

Naturalization
Green Card Renewals
Asylum
Removal
Employment
Fiance Visa

U Visa
T Visa
Spousal
DACA
Family Based Petitions
Waivers

The U.S. Supreme Court recently granted a request by the Trump administration to stay a
lower court’s order blocking the termination of Temporary Protected Status (TPS) for
Venezuelan nationals, allowing the government to move forward with its plan while
litigation continues (Reuters, Oct. 3, 2025).
TPS is a humanitarian protection status given to nationals of certain countries during
times of crisis, allowing them to live and work in the U.S. temporarily without fear of
deportation. A lower court had previously blocked the termination of TPS for over
300,000 Venezuelan holders, but the Supreme Court’s stay allows the government to
implement the termination while the case is ongoing (Reuters, Oct. 3, 2025).
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Leave A Review!

https://www.reuters.com/world/us-supreme-court-lets-trump-strip-temporary-status-venezuelan-migrants-2025-10-03/?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.reuters.com/world/us-supreme-court-lets-trump-strip-temporary-status-venezuelan-migrants-2025-10-03/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


It’s always a good idea to keep an eye on your immigration case.
Government processing times can change, and sometimes there
are updates or requests that need a quick response. Checking
your case regularly helps you stay informed and avoid missing
anything important.
If something doesn’t look right or you’re not sure what an update
means, don’t worry, you can always give our office a call. We’re
happy to help point you in the right direction.

CHECK YOUR CASE

DON’T LOSE YOUR OLD PETITION: WHY YOU
MUST KEEP YOUR NVC CASE UPDATED
If you have an older immigration petition that’s already been approved by USCIS, make sure the National Visa
Center (NVC) has your current contact information. Many people are seeing their cases terminated simply
because they didn’t respond to NVC notices or update their details.
The NVC handles all visa processing after USCIS approval—collecting fees, forms, and documents before
scheduling interviews. (Source: U.S. Department of State)
Why Cases Get Terminated
Under Section 203(g) of the Immigration and Nationality Act, the State Department must terminate a case if a
visa applicant doesn’t respond within one year of being notified that a visa is available. (9 FAM 504.13-2(B))
This can happen if:

You miss an interview or fail to respond to NVC emails.
You don’t submit requested documents.
Your contact info changes and NVC can’t reach you.

Once terminated, your petition may be revoked—meaning you lose your priority date and may need to start
over.
How to Protect Your Case

Keep your contact info updated in your CEAC account. NVC communicates mostly through email—no
longer by mail. (NVC Correspondence Update)
Check CEAC regularly and respond to all messages promptly.
Use the NVC Public Inquiry Form if you’re unsure of your case status.

Bottom Line
Old petitions can still move forward—but only if you stay in touch. Update, respond, and follow up so your
years of waiting don’t go to waste.

Note: Changing your address with the U.S. Postal Service does not automatically update your information with
the NVC. Both the petitioner and the beneficiary must keep their contact information current with the NVC.
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https://fam.state.gov/fam/09FAM/09FAM050413.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/visa-information-resources/visas-news-archive/nvc-correspondence-update.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/us-visas/immigrate/national-visa-center/nvc-contact-information.html?utm_source=chatgpt.com

